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SUBJECT: US SHIPS AND MARCH 1 1 COUP ATTEMPT 

REF: (A) FBIS LONDON 1405 17Z MAR 75 
(B) LISBON 1470 

1. DURING AND FOLLOWING MARCH 1 1 ABORTIVE COUP THERE WERE MANY 
RUMORS AROUND LISBON REGARDING US SHIP AND AIRCRAFT MOVEMENTS 
IN OR NEAR PORTUGUESE WATERS AND TERRITORY. ONE STORY EVEN 
HELD THAT US AIRCRAFT OVERFLEW LISBON DURING THE EVENING OF 
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2. BRIG. CARVALHO OF COPCON STATED ON MARCH 14 (REF A) THAT 
ONLY US SHIP MOVEMENTS WERE THE USS SARATOGA NEAR THE AZORES 
AND THE USS INDEPENDENCE SAILING SOUTH BY PORTUGAL ON THE WAY 
TO THE MEDITERRANEAN. THE ONLY AIRCRAFT INCURSIONS WERE ROUTINE 
TRAINING FLIGHTS FROM THE SARATOGA. 

3. NEVERTHELESS, PAMPHLETS FROM FAR-LEFT PRP-BR AND LUAR 
APPEARED IN LISBON OVER THE MARCH 15 WEEKEND ALLEGING THAT 
US SHIPS WERE ABOUT TO LAUNCH AN INVASION OF PORTUGAL AT SINES. 

THE MRPP WAS CONDEMNED BY THE ARMED FORCES MOVEMENT ON MARCH 15 
FOR SPREADING THE SAME RUMOR (REF B). 

4. IN MARCH 15 ISSUE OF RESPECTED WEEKLY EXPRESSO AN ACCOUNT 
OF COUP ALLEGED THAT A NATO SQUADRON WAS ' STRANGELY CLOSE TO 
THE PORTUGUESE COAST" ON NIGHT OF MARCH 13. 

5. COMMENT: AS FARFETCHED AS THESE RUMORS MAY BE, THEY ARE 
OFTEN GIVEN CREDENCE BY THE PUBLIC. THE DAO HAS CONFIRMED THAT 
SOME JUNIOR OFFICERS IN ARMED FORCES BELIEVED THE INITIAL 
REPORTS OF THREATENING MOVES BY US SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT. 
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